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Saturday, November 11th • 1:30 p.m.
Valdosta, Ga. • Bazemore-Hyder Stadium

VSU Media Relations • (229) 333-5903 • www.vstateblazers.com
Football Contact: Matt Malone (mwmalone@valdosta.edu)

Listen live in Valdosta on Talk 92.1 FM 
or streaming at www.talk921.com.

Additional coverage links and live stats located at 
www.vstateblazers.com

•	 Valdosta State is now in its 36th year of intercollegiate football and owns an overall 
record of 277 wins, 125 losses and four ties.

•	 Last week’s matchup against the West Alabama Tigers was a tight one until the sec-
ond half, when a 59-yard touchdown carry in the opening moments of the second half 
sparked a 21-point second-half surge for the Tigers. In contrast, Valdosta State’s lone 
second half touchdown came on a tremendous grab by senior Tshumbi Johnson in the 
corner of the endzone. The loss snapped a three-game winning streak for the Blazers 
and put a major damper on Valdosta State’s playoff hopes.

•	 Malik Slater continues to be a bright spot for the Valdosta State defense. The senior 
linebacker is averaging a league-best 8.4 tackles per game and has 67 tackles on the 
season. Sharmaine Washington isn’t far behind with an average of 7.6 tackles per 
contest and a total of 61 tackles in Valdosta State’s eight games played on the year.

•	 With a win on Saturday, the Blazers will have extended their streak of winning sea-
sons to 18 seasons. The last time VSU produced a season under .500 was in 1999 
under Head Coach Mike Kelly.

•	 Today’s matchup marks the sixth all-time between these two programs. The Blazers 
first face the Hawks during their 2012 national championship season and have reeled 
off five consecutive victories since that initial victory. The Blazers have outscored the 
Hawks 159-34 in series history, and two of the five wins have taken place in Rome, 
Ga.

BLAZER NATION, RISE UP! IT’S

IN ROME!
RECORD: 4-4, 4-3 GSC

AFCA RANKING: NR
HEAD COACH: Kerwin Bell

Alma Mater: Florida
83-44 all-time (11th season)

12-7 at Valdosta State (2nd season) 

RECORD: 0-10, 0-7 GSC
AFCA RANKING: NR

HEAD COACH: Aaron Kelton
0-21 at Shorter (2nd Season)

Sep. 2	 at Albany State	 L, 12-29
Sep. 9	 Fort Valley State #	 CANCELLED
Sep. 16	 NORTH ALABAMA	 L, 24-30
Sep. 23	 at West Florida	 W, 30-19
Sep. 30	 OFF
Oct. 7	 at West Georgia	 L, 13-42
Oct. 14	 MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE	W, 55-3
Oct. 21	 at Delta State	 W, 34-13
Oct. 28	 FLORIDA TECH	 W, 42-14
Nov. 4	 WEST ALABAMA	 L, 14-38
Nov. 11	 at Shorter	 1:30PM
all times Eastern 	 *GSC
^ Okefenokee Classic in Waycross, Ga.
# Homecoming

SEP. 2	 MARS HILL	 L, 14-40
Sep. 9	 Tusculum	 L, 12-39
Sep. 16	 Florida Tech	 L, 6-31
SEP. 23	 DELTA STATE	 L, 20-54
Sep. 30	 West Alabama	 L, 0-62
Oct. 7	 Gardner-Webb	 L, 14-42
OCT. 14	 NORTH ALABAMA	 L, 0-48
OCT. 21	 WEST FLORIDA	 L, 29-42
Oct. 26	 West Georgia	 L, 6-42
Nov. 4	 Mississippi College	 L, 29-30
NOV. 11	 VALDOSTA STATE	 1:30PM
all times Eastern	 *GSC

    The Valdosta State Blazers aim to close out the regular season schedule this weekend against the in-
state rival Hawks of Shorter. 
    With an even 4-4 record on the season, the Blazers will enter Saturday’s matchup with an opportunity 
to add to Valdosta State’s current streak of 17 consecutive winning seasons. 
    On paper, the matchup against the Hawks is a favorable one for the red and black. The Blazer defense 
has held opponents to an 23.50 points per game, while Shorter’s offense has struggled with an average 
of just 272.3 yards per game and 13.0 points per contest.
    The history between the two teams goes back to the 2012 season, when Valdosta State took down 
the Hawks during their 2012 national championship run. The first ever matchup between the two teams 
saw the Blazers outscore Shorter 37-6, and VSU has outscored the Hawks 159-34 since that initial 
showdown.
    Valdosta State enters Saturday’s matchup on the heels of a tough loss to West Alabama Tigers last 
Saturday at Bazemore-Hyder Stadium in Valdosta, Ga. The Blazers played the Tigers close in the first 
half and scored a late first half touchdown to pull to within a 7-17 deficit.
    Big plays plagued the Blazers in the second half, starting with a 59-yard rushing touchdown on an 
early second-half UWA drive. The score sparked a 21-7 run for the Tigers in the second half, which 
ultimately led to Valdosta State’s first loss in four weeks.
    Shorter will enter the weekend coming off of a devastating loss at the hands of the Mississippi College 
Choctaws. Looking for their first win in two seasons, the Hawks overcame a 20-point deficit to take 
a 29-27 lead with just seven minutes remaining in regulation. The Choctaws dashed Shorter’s hopes, 
however, thanks to a 25-yard game-winning field goal as the final seconds ticked away. The victory 
marked the first of the year for the Choctaws.

GAME NOTES 2017 BLAZER FOOTBALL
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GAME NOTES 2017 BLAZER FOOTBALL

Pos.	 Team (1st place votes)	 Record	 Points	 Final Pos.
1	 Minnesota State (21)	 10-0	 829	 1
2	 Shepherd (7)	 9-0	 799	 2
3	 Indiana (Pa.) (2)	 10-0	 761	 3
4	 Midwestern State	 8-0	 702	 4
5	 Fort Hays State (4)	 10-0	 695	 6
6	 Indianapolis	 10-0	 688	 5
7	 Central Washington	 10-0	 664	 7
T-8	 Assumption	 9-0	 573	 10
T-8	 Texas A&M-Commerce	 8-1	 573	 9
10	 Ashland	 9-1	 555	 11
11	 Ferris State	 8-1	 487	 12
12	 Wingate	 9-0	 453	 14
13	 Sioux Falls	 9-1	 452	 13
14	 Colorado Mesa	 9-1	 416	 15
15	 Virginia State	 9-0	 369	 16
16	 Humboldt State	 8-1	 312	 17
17	 Winona State	 9-1	 298	 18
18	 Northwest Missouri State	 8-2	 256	 8
19	 Bowie State	 9-1	 251	 20
20	 Eastern New Mexico	 8-1	 219	 21
21	 Findlay	 9-1	 190	 22
22	 West Alabama	 8-2	 155	 23
23	 Colorado St.-Pueblo	 8-2	 107	 24
24	 West Georgia	 8-2	 91	 25
25	 Shippensburg	 9-1	 83	 NR

Pos.	 Team	 Rec. 	Last
1	 IUP	 10-0	 1	
2	 Minnesota State	 10-0	 2	
3	 Ashland	 9-1	 3	
4	 Shepherd	 9-0	 4	
5	 Midwestern State	 8-0	 5	
6	 Ferris State	 8-1	 6	
7	 Fort Hays	 10-0	 7	
8	 Texas A&M-Commerce	8-1	 9	
9	 Indianapolis	 10-0	 10	
10	 Central Washington	 10-0	 11	
11	 Sioux Falls	 9-1	 12	
12	 Assumption	 9-0	 14	
13	 Wingate	 9-0	 15	
14	 Winona State	 9-1	 16	
15	 Northwest Missouri	 8-2	 8	
16	 Virginia State	 9-0	 17	
17	 Colorado Mesa	 9-1	 18	
18	 West Georgia	 8-2	 19	
19	 Humboldt State	 8-1	 20	
20	 CSU-Pueblo	 8-2	 21	
21	 West Alabama	 8-2	 22	
22	 Minnesota Duluth	 8-2	 23	
23	 California	 8-2	 24	
24	 Findlay	 9-1	 25	
25	 Grand Valley	 7-3	 13

IN THE NATIONAL POLLS...
AMERICAN FOOTBALL COACHES ASSOCIATION

D2FOOTBALL.COM

Dropped Out: Grand Valley St. (Mich.) (19)

Others Receiving Votes: Minnesota-Duluth, 18; Slippery Rock, 12; Ouachita Baptist, 10; Grand Valley St., 9; Ar-
kansas Tech, 7; California (Pa.), 5; Catawba, 5; Notre Dame (Ohio), 4; Delta St., 1; LIU-Post, 1. 
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2017 BLAZER FOOTBALL ROSTERS

 

Kerwin Bell – Head Coach
Jeremy Darveau – Offensive Line/Recruiting Coordinator
Danny Verpaele – Defensive Coordinator/Linebackers
David Rowe – Defensive Backs
Willie Tillman – Defensive Line
Kerry Webb – Running Backs/Special Teams
Kade Bell – Graduate Assistant/Quarterbacks
Craig Brodsky – Graduate Assistant/Nickels and Quality Control
Josh Fletcher – Intern/Special Teams
TJ Jenkins – Graduate Assistant/Defensive Line
Larry Murphy – Student Assistant/Defensive Backs
John Peacock – Student Assistant/Defensive Line
Andrew Robustelli – Graduate Assistant/Wide Receivers
Trent Turknett – Graduate Assistant/Offensive Analyst

QB	 3	 Rogan Wells	 12	Adam Robles
RB	 23	 Isaiah Johnson	 20	Jordan Germany	
FB	 36	 Stewart Spence	 87	Kenny Henningsen
XWR	 8	 Desean Blair	 81	Travon Roberts
YWR	 80	 Jamarcus Tyson	 9	 Tshumbi Johnson
ZWR	 1	 Dallas Baldner	 84	Lio’undre Gallimore
LT	 57	 Brandon Kemp	 72	Travion Wallace
LG	 78	 Kevin Battle	 55	Josh Allen
C	 69	 Jeremy King	 61	JT Black
RG	 66	 Josh Adams	 62	Austin White	
RT	 71	 Andrew Marshall	 76	Toa Lavatai

LCB	 15	Steve Durosier	 8	 Donte Taylor
FS	 14	Brandon Roe	 29	Decary Croaker
RCB	 28	Raymond Palmer	 21	Terrance Bryant
FS	 2	 Andre Johnson	 22	Willie Fletcher
SS	 33	Gaughf Ivey	 13	John Marvin
MLB	 6	 Malik Slater	 45	David Brown
WLB	 9	 Sharmaine Washington	 59	Dalton Mydell
DE	 48	Alex Williams	 34	Stephon Williams
DT	 95	Henry Pryor	 92	Jadavien Williams
NT	 75	Joe Mozone	 97	Sherman Hart
DE	 90	Barry Jackson	 40	Isaiah Staton

K	 41	Andrew Gray
P	 98	Gavin Wilson
LS	 47	Brent Wildes
H	 98	Gavin Wilson 
KR	 26	Jairus Jones	 10	Stephen Denmark
PR	 4	 Kenny Benjamin	

No.	 Name	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 Yr.	 Hometown	 Previous School
1	 Dallas Baldner	 WR	 6-0	 192	 Sr.	 Homosassa, Fla.	 Crystal River HS
1	 Guito Ervilus	 DT	 6-4	 260	 Jr.	 Orlando, Fla.	 South Florida
2	 Andre Johnson	 CB	 5-11	 191	 Sr.	 Ocala, Fla.	 Trinity Catholic HS
3	 Rogan Wells	 QB	 6-3	 205	 So.	 Fort Mill, S.C.	 Fort Mill HS
4	 Kenny Benjamin	 WR	 5-7	 178	 Fr.	 Lehigh Acres, Fla.	 Dunbar HS
5	 Ron Johnson	 RB	 5-11	 205	 Sr.	 Naples, Fla.	 Conneticuit
6	 Shane Henderson	 WR	 6-0	 200	 Sr.	 Columbus, Ind.	 Allan Hancock JC
6	 Malik Slater	 LB	 6-0	 232	 Sr.	 Tallahassee, Fla.	 Jacksonville Univ.
7	 Nick Davis	 RB	 5-11	 187	 Sr.	 Bolingbroke, Ga.	 Mary Persons HS
8	 De’Sean Blair	 WR	 6-4	 190	 Sr.	 Jacksonville Fla.	 Missouri
8	 Donte Taylor	 DB	 5-10	 160	 Sr.	 Bradenton, Fla.	 Bayshore HS
9	 Tshumbi Johnson	 WR	 5-11	 194	 Sr.	 Immokalee, Fla.	 Cincinnati
9	 Sharmaine Washington	LB	 6-0	 225	 Sr.	 Moultrie, Ga.	 Colquitt County HS
10	 Stephen Denmark	 CB	 6-4	 210	 Jr.	 Tallahassee, Fla.	 James S. Rickards HS
11	 Josh Ealy	 DE	 6-4	 230	 Sr.	 Vero, Fla.	 Delaware State
12	 Adam Robles	 QB	 6-3	 215	 Jr.	 Ocala, Fla.	 South Florida
13	 John Marvin	 DB	 6-1	 200	 Sr.	 Fort Walton Beach, Fla.	 Georgia Tech
14	 Brandon Roe	 DB	 6-1	 195	 Sr.	 Douglas, Ga.	 Coffee County HS
15	 Steve Durosier	 CB	 6-0	 185	 Jr.	 Miami, Fla.	 Southeast Missouri State
16	 Max Hughes	 QB	 6-0	 188	 Fr.	 Douglas, Ga.	 Coffee HS
19	 Dondre Butler	 RB	 6-0	 155	 Fr.	 Daytona Beach, Fla.	 Spruce Creek HS
20	 Jordan Germany	 RB	 5-10	 210	 Sr.	 Decatur, Ga.	 Grayson HS
21	 Terrance Bryant	 DB	 6-2	 215	 Sr.	 Fort Walton Beach, Fla.	 Jacksonville Univ.
22	 Willie Fletcher	 CB	 6-3	 205	 Sr.	 Carson, Calif.	 Cerritos College
23	 Isaiah Johnson	 WR	 5-11	 180	 So.	 Lake Butler, Fla.	 Union County HS
24	 Alex Brown	 DB	 5-9	 160	 So.	 Valdosta, Ga.	 Lowndes HS
25	 Ravarius Rivers	 DB	 6-1	 195	 Fr.	 Ellenwood, Ga.	 MLK HS
26	 Jairus Jones	 CB	 6-1	 189	 Fr.	 Mobile, Ala.	 Central Gwinnett HS
27	 Cedric Hollingshed	 RB	 6-0	 209	 Jr.	 Macon, Ga.	 Westside HS
28	 Raymond Palmer	 SS	 5-9	 188	 Sr.	 Darien, Ga.	 McIntosh County Aca.
30	 Taurus Dotson	 DB	 5-10	 180	 Fr.	 Miami, Fla.	 Miami NW Senior HS
31	 J’voski Barti	 CB	 6-0	 154	 Fr.	 Dublin, Ga.	 Coconut Creek HS
32	 Eric Ross II	 S	 5-10	 175	 Fr.	 Lithonia, Ga.	 Arabia Mountain HS
33	 Gaughf Ivey	 LB	 5-11	 186	 Sr.	 Albany, Ga.	 Deerfield-Windsor
34	 Stephon Williams	 LB	 6-1	 225	 So.	 St. Petersburg, Fla.	 SE Missouri St.
35	 Damon Daniel	 DB	 5-10	 202	 Fr.	 Lakeworth, Fla.	 Oxbridge Academy
36	 Stewart Spence	 LB	 5-11	 220	 Jr.	 Madison, Ga.	 Morgan County HS
37	 Jared Pryor	 DB	 6-2	 200	 Fr.	 Powder Springs, Ga.	 Hillgrove HS
39	 Kenneth Johnson	 SS	 5-11	 181	 Jr.	 Albany, Ga.	 Dougherty HS
41	 Andrew Gray	 K	 6-0	 165	 Jr.	 Johns Creek, Ga.	 Chattahoochee HS
41	 Norman Thrasher	 CB	 6-1	 175	 So.	 Decatur, Ga.	 Miller Grove HS
42	 Kahari Richards	 DB	 6-0	 190	 So.	 Riverdale, Ga.	 Charles Drew HS
43	 Antonio Keuma	 WR	 6-1	 200	 So.	 Valdosta, Ga.	 Valdosta HS
44	 Calvin Howard	 RB	 5-10	 205	 Jr.	 Perry, Ga.	 Los Angeles Pierce College
45	 David Brown	 LB	 6-0	 220	 Jr.	 North Charleston, S.C.	 Eastern Arizona CC
46	 Mondrell Jefferson	 SS	 5-9	 185	 So.	 Sanderson, Fla.	 Baker County HS
47	 Brent Wildes	 LS	 6-0	 201	 Sr.	 Folkston, Ga.	 Charlton County HS
48	 Alex Williams	 DE	 6-0	 235	 Jr.	 Moultrie, Ga.	 Colquitt County HS
49	 Josh Turner	 OL	 6-0	 255	 Sr.	 Douglasville, Ga.	 Alexander HS
50	 Tyler Wallace	 LB	 5-11	 219	 So.	 Ocala, Fla.	 West Port HS
51	 Shaun Rountree	 LB	 6-0	 215	 Fr.	 Leesburg, Ga.	 Lee County HS
52	 Jeffery Stokes	 DE	 6-0	 235	 Jr.	 Cape Coral, Fla.	 Jacksonville University
53	 Marcus Webb	 RB	 5-10	 198	 Jr.	 Hoover, Ala.	 Hoover HS
54	 Sam DiRoberto	 LB	 6-0	 205	 Fr.	 Woodstock, Ga.	 Roswell HS
55	 Joshua Allen	 OG	 6-2	 300	 Jr.	 Jacksonville, Fla.	 Arkansas
56	 Donte Carpenter	 LB	 5-10	 215	 Fr.	 Sebring, Fla.	 Sebring HS
57	 Brandon Kemp	 OL	 6-6	 235	 So.	 Stone Mountain, Ga.	 Columbia HS
58	 D’Von McCullough	 DL	 6-3	 215	 Fr.	 DeLand, Fla.	 Deltona HS
59	 Dalton Mydell	 LB	 6-0	 225	 Jr.	 Rincon, Ga.	 Savannah State
60	 Cam Morgan	 OL	 6-3	 300	 Jr.	 Fitzgerald, Ga.	 Stetson
61	 John Black	 C	 6-1	 300	 So.	 Hawkinsville, Ga.	 Peach County HS
62	 Austin White	 OL	 6-3	 312	 So.	 Quitman, Ga.	 Brooks County HS
63	 Terrance Lovett	 T	 6-2	 300	 Fr.	 Amittyville, N.Y.	 St. Augustine HS
64	 Emenike Ikpa	 OL	 6-0	 305	 Fr.	 Lawrenceville, Ga	 Dacula HS
65	 Evan Pulawski	 OL	 6-5	 300	 Jr.	 Bradenton, Fla.	 Iowa Central CC
66	 Josh Adams	 OT	 6-3	 313	 Sr.	 Kennesaw, Ga.	 Harrison HS
67	 Cass Cole	 OL	 6-4	 295	 So.	 Spring Hill, Fla.	Nature Coast Tech HS
68	 Steven Rix	 T	 6-4	 280	 Fr.	 Tampa, Fla.	  
69	 Jeremy King	 OT	 6-1	 327	 Sr.	 Macon, Ga.	 Westside HS
71	 Andrew Marshall	 OT	 6-8	 330	 Sr.	 Ellendale, Del.	 Milford HS
72	 Travion Wallace	 OL	 6-6	 275	 Sr.	 Tampa, Fla.	 Jacksonville
74	 Preston Langley	 OL	 6-4	 300	 Jr.	 Bogart, Ga.	 North Oconee HS
75	 Joseph Mozone	 DT	 6-1	 328	 So.	 North Augusta, S.C.	North Augusta HS
76	 Toa Lavatai	 OL	 6-4	 285	 So.	 Jacksonville, Fla.	 Creekside HS
77	 Jacob Baker	 OT	 6-6	 349	 So.	 Leesburg, Ga.	 Lee County HS
78	 Kevin Battle	 OL	 6-4	 337	 Sr.	 Orlando, Fla.	 Jacksonville University
79	 Tikere Ralands	 DL	 6-5	 260	 Sr.	 Niagara Falls, N.Y.	 Monroe College
80	 Jamarcus Tyson	 WR	 6-3	 202	 So.	 Valdosta, Ga.	 Valdosta HS
81	 Travon Roberts	 WR	 5-10	 170	 Fr.	 Miami, Fla.	 Mater Academy
82	 Marik Merine	 WR	 5-10	 165	 So.	 Valdosta, Ga.	 Valwood HS
83	 Brian Saunds	 WR	 5-10	 177	 Fr.	 Darien, Ga.	 Coastal Georgia
84	 Lio’undre Gallimore	 WR	 5-10	 165	 Fr.	 Miami Gardens, Fla.	 Mater Academy
85	 Troy Lilly	 TE	 6-4	 230	 Fr.	 Kenner, La.	 Bonnable HS
87	 Kenneth Henningsen	 FB	 6-3	 210	 Fr.	 Parkland, Fla.	 North Broward Prep
89	 Isaiah Wilson	 WR	 6-1	 180	 Fr.	 Gainesville, Fla.	 Gainesville HS
90	 Barry Jackson	 DE	 6-1	 225	 Fr.	 Darien, Ga.	 McIntosh County Aca.
91	 Jaalen Ford	 DE	 6-4	 230	 Fr.	 Jacksonville, Fla.	 Jean Ribault HS
92	 Jadavian Williams	 OL	 6-2	 255	 Jr.	 Haines City, Fla.	 Ridge Community HS
93	 Iseoluwapo Jegede	 DE	 6-6	 245	 Jr.	 Lagos, Nigeria	 Central Florida
94	 Torey Jenkins	 DE	 6-4	 225	 Fr.	 Jacksonville, Fla.	 Raines HS
95	 Henry Pryor	 DL	 6-3	 300	 Sr.	 Summerville, S.C.	 Brevard College
96	 Vanden Fehmerling	 TE	 6-4	 225	 Fr.	 Chiefland, Fla.	 Chiefland HS
97	 Sherman Hart	 DL	 6-0	 290	 So.	 Jacksonville, Fla.	 Englewood HS
98	 Dallas Anthony	 LB	 6-2	 200	 Fr.	 Darien, Ga.	 McIntosh County Aca.
98	 Gavin Wilson	 K/P	 6-0	 196	 Jr.	 Thomasville, Ga.	 Thomas Co. Central
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DE	 53	 Xavier Hughey	 99	 Karrington Harris
DT	 90	 Freedie Hart	 64	 Fabian Reid
DT	 52	 Randall Blash	 97	 Adrian Burse
DE	 95	 Terrence Snelling	 40	 Dejon Walden
LB	 28	 Kareem Taylor	 45	 Makenzy Newbill
LB	 33	 Austin Porter	 37	 Tashawn Griffin
LB	 26	 John Jarrard	 33	 Austin Porter
DB	 3	 Rodney Jackson	 25	 Joshua Duncan
DB	 16	 Nehemiah Reddish	 8	 Khdir Banks
DB	 30	 Kevin Knight	 19	 Brodie Gonzalez
DB	 4	 J’Varis Wood	 32	 Qur’an Fite	
	

PK	 81	 Brady Hammel	 1	 Lewis Hayes
P	 1	 Lewis Hayes	 4	 J’Varis Wood
LS	 96	 Brett Shedd	 90	 Freddie Hart

Aaron Kelton	 Head Football Coach
William Jones	 Associate Head Coach
KiJuan Ware	 Assistant Coach
Justin Jefferson	 Assistant Coach
Kelvin Bolden	 Assistant Coach
David Keeny	 Assistant Coach
Chris Parker	 Defensive Backs
Grantham Raymond	 Linebackers / Video Coordinator
Ryan Savage	 Offensive Line / Tight Ends
Olin Williams	 Wide Receivers / Special Teams
Phil Jones	 Head Coach Emeritus

No.	 Name	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 Yr.	 Hometown/Previous School
1	 Lewis Hayes	 WR/P/K	6-4	 220	 Sr.	 Voorhees, NJ/Williams College
2	 Vincent Pree	 DB	 6-2	 215	 Jr.	 Cincinatti, OH
3	 Rodney Jackson	 DB	 6-0	 180	 Sr.	 Griffin, GASpaulding County HS
4	 J’Varius Wood	 DB	 5-10	 140	 So.	 Commerce, GACommerce HS
5	 Marquese Christian	 WR	 5-9	 175	 So.	 Troy, ALPike HS
6	 Pietro Garrett	 QB	 6-5	 215	 So.	 Trussville, AL 
7	 Jarrod Fletcher	 DB	 5-9	 170	 Fr.	 Alpharetta, GA 
7	 Tyler Pullum	 QB	 6-1	 205	 So.	 Effingham, GASouth Effingham HS
8	 Khdir Banks	 DB	 5-10	 180	 So.	 Richmond, VAVarina HS / Jireh Prep
8	 Taegan Kilpatrick	 WR	 5-11	 175	 So.	 Hiram, GAHiram HS
9	 Austin Fellows	 QB	 6-5	 245	 So.	 Marietta, GA
10	 Kyrin Priester	 WR	 6-1	 190	 Jr.	 St. Petersburg, FL
11	 Barnett Bailey	 WR	 5-9	 160	 Jr.	 McDonough, GAHenry County HS
11	 Caleb Winton	 QB	 6-1	 214	 Fr.	 Brewton, AL
12	 Mason Long	 WR	 6-0	 190	 Jr.	 Toccoa, GAStephens County HS
13	 Brandon Dickerson	 QB	 6-0	 218	 Fr.	 New Orleans, LA
13	 Tajmire Flood	 DB	 6-0	 170	 Jr.	 Orange, NJ
14	 Aaron Bryant	 WR	 6-0	 200	 Sr.	 Landrum, SCLandrum HS
15	 Maurice Sutton	 WR	 6-0	 200	 Jr.	 Cleveland, GAWhite County HS
16	 Nehemiah Reddish	 DB	 5-9	 180	 Fr.	 Rome, GA
17	 Austin Bryant	 WR	 5-11	 160	 So.	 Luverne, ALLuverne HS
18	 Joseph Ross	 WR	 6-0	 195	 Jr.	 Atlanta, GAHapeville Charter Career
19	 Brodie Gonzalez	 DB	 5-10	 175	 Jr.	 Tampa, FLDurant HS
20	 Marcus Cody	 DB	 5-9	 175	 So.	 Jacksonville, FL
20	 Khalil Craig	 DB	 5-11	 170	 Sr.	 Athens, GA Georgia Gwinnett
21	 Chris Brown	 DB	 5-11	 205	 So.	 Jacksonville, FLDuval Charter
22	 Kartez Carr	 WR	 5-9	 170	 Sr.	 Odenville, AL St Claire County HS
22	 Aaron Jordan	 DB	 5-10	 175	 So.	 Atlanta, GA
23	 Uras Agee	 DB	 6-0	 185	 Jr.	 Atlanta, GA
23	 B.J. McCoy	 RB	 5-8	 210	 Sr.	 Villa Rica, GA Atlanta Sports
24	 Weldrin Ford	 RB	 5-8	 217	 Fr.	 Opelika, AL
24	 Royce Thomas	 DB	 5-10	 195	 Fr.	 Navarre, FL
25	 Joshua Duncan	 DB	 6-0	 175	 Jr.	 Anniston, AL Anniston HS
25	 Trevor Smith	 WR	 5-9	 150	 Jr.	 Ocalla, FL Ocala Christian
26	 John Jarrard	 LB	 6-1	 220	 Sr.	 Bogart, GA Georgia College & St.
27	 Lemuel Cobbs	 RB	 5-7	 185	 Jr.	 Riverdale, GA/Georgia St.
28	 Austin Butler	 RB	 5-7	 186	 So.	 Snellville, GA
28	 Kareem Taylor	 LB	 6-0	 217	 So.	 Rincon, GASouth Effingham HS
29	 Jarius Jackson	 DB	 6-3	 172	 Fr.	 Marietta, GA
30	 Kevin Knight	 DB	 5-11	 180	 Sr.	 Snellville, GABrookwood HS
32	 Qur’an Fite	 DB	 5-7	 180	 Sr.	 Decatur, GA/Georgia Prep
33	 Austin Porter	 LB	 6-1	 230	 Jr.	 Winston, OR
34	 JaKolbie Griffin	 DB	 5-11	 185	 Fr.	 Rome, GA
34	 Jonathan Postell	 RB	 5-10	 198	 Fr.	 Lawrenceville, GA
35	 Brandon Boddie	 RB	 5-8	 220	 So.	 Lagrange, GA
35	 Justin Davis	 WR	 5-11	 164	 So.	 Louisville, GA
36	 Ulysses Carswell	 RB	 6-1	 230	 Sr.	 Darien, GAMcIntosh Co.
36	 Harrison Fisher	 S	 6-0	 180	 Fr.	 Calhoun, GA
37	 Khalil Gibbons	 LB	 6-1	 225	 Sr.	 Brooklyn, NY/Jamaica HS
38	 Artie Gardner	 FB	 5-9	 225	 Jr.	Warner Robbins, GA Warner Robbins HS
38	 Tashawn Griffin	 LB	 6-2	 184	 Fr.	 Jacksonville, FL
39	 Cameron Jessie	 WR	 5-8	 186	 Fr.	 Columbus, GA
39	 Lajuan Johnson	 DB	 5-11	 170	 Jr.	 Pascagoula, MS
40	 Serion Bellamy	 RB	 5-7	 212	 Fr.	 Tampa, FL
40	 Cole Waddell	 DB	 5-10	 180	 Gr.	 Macon, GA
41	 Anderson Joiner	 FB	 5-8	 230	 Jr.	 Jonesboro, GA Creekside Christian
41	 Dwayne Parker	 DB	 5-9	 160	 Fr.	 Gadsden, AL
42	 Jakeyvus Newsome	 LB	 6-1	 210	 So.	 Dothan, AL
43	 Makenzie Martin	 DB	 6-0	 180	 So.	 Newnan, GA
44	 James Dinson	 LB	 5-11	 230	 Jr.	 Newark, NJ
45	 Khaleel Artis	 RB	 5-10	 210	 Gr.	 Hillside, NJ
45	 Makenzy Newbill	 LB	 6-0	 224	 Fr.	 Guyton, GA
47	 Jaren Harris	 DB	 5-9	 150	 Fr.	 Macon, GA
47	 James Virgil	 RB	 5-9	 175	 Sr.	 Fayetteville, NC/CC of San Francisco
48	 Khaleel Fabian	 DB	 6-0	 172	 Fr.	 Hinesville, GA
49	 Kody Smith	 DE	 6-1	 240	 Fr.	 Rockmart, GA
52	 Randall Blash	 DL	 6-1	 298	 Sr.	 Macon, GA/North Georgia Sports
52	 Zyon Brown	 DL	 5-9	 221	 Fr.	 Decatur, GA
53	 Xavier Hughey	 LB	 6-2	 205	 Jr.	 Gainesville, GA/Georgia Military
54	 Le’Chauz Langford	 DL	 6-2	 250	 So.	 Madison, AL/Jones HS
55	 Justin Fillmore	 LB	 6-2	 228	 Jr.	 Birmingham, AL/Gardendale HS
56	 Brooks Austin	 OL	 6-1	 285	 Sr.	 Douglasville, GA/Landmark Christian
56	 Mario Richmond	 DL	 5-9	 234	 Fr.	 Phenix City, AL
57	 Christopher Walthour	 LB	 6-1	 250	 Fr.	 Savannah, GA
59	 Jadie Worthing	 LB	 6-0	 200	 Fr.	 Alamo, GA
60	 Rylee Cheek	 OL	 6-2	 310	 So.	 Brookville, FL/Hernando HS
61	 Kahynan Akers	 OL	 6-1	 310	 So.	 Powder Springs GA
62	 Everett Barksdale	 OL	 6-4	 310	 Fr.	 Atlanta, GA
63	 LaDarius Shoats	 OL	 6-1	 305	 So.	 Griffin, GA
64	 Fabian Reid	 DL	 6-0	 285	 Fr.	 White Springs, FL
65	 Austin McDaniel	 OL	 6-3	 315	 So.	 Hull, GA/Athens Christian
66	 Charles Hood	 OL	 6-1	 285	 So.	 Austell, GA/South Cobb HS
67	 Tadarius Covington	 OL	 6-2	 333	 Fr.	 Chattanooga, TN
68	 Daniel Boniface	 OL	 6-2	 285	 Jr.	 Austell, GA/South Cobb HS
69	 Treavor Champion	 OL	 6-2	 318	 Jr.	 Orlando, FL
71	 Kaleb Ogles	 OL	 6-0	 310	 Jr.	 Rome, GA/Coosa HS
72	 Marcus Austin	 OL	 6-7	 312	 Fr.	 Dallas, GA
73	 Brandon King	 OL	 6-5	 330	 Gr.	 Atlanta, GA
74	 River Dixon	 OL	 6-5	 280	 Fr.	 Epworth, GA
75	 Byers Hickmon	 OL	 6-5	 327	 Jr.	 Greenville, FL/Florida Atlantic Univ.
76	 Udarius Strawter	 OL	 6-5	 340	 Fr.	 Chattanooga, TN
77	 Corey Robinson	 OL	 6-3	 285	 Jr.	 Demorest, GA/Habersham County HS
78	 Griffin Rigsby	 OL	 6-2	 288	 Fr.	 Moultrie, GA
79	 Noah Holsomback	 OL	 6-2	 335	 Jr.	 Dalton, GA/Heritage Christian
80	 Bruce Clark	 TE	 6-4	 230	 Gr.	 Dawsonville, GA/Dawson County HS
81	 Stedman Hall	 WR	 5-8	 155	 Fr.	 Warrenton, GA
81	 Brady Hammel	 K/P	 5-9	 182	 So.	 Navarre, FL/Navarre HS
82	 Jordan Coates	 WR	 6-3	 185	 Sr.	 Baltimore, MD/Perry Hall HS
83	 Wilbert Boyd	 WR	 5-7	 154	 Fr.	 Celebration, GA
83	 Tony Perkins	 WR	 6-3	 220	 Sr.	 Kennesaw, GA/Lindenwood
84	 Tony Barnes	 WR	 5-9	 165	 Jr.	 Nashville, TN/White Creek HS
85	 Chyshad McGriff	 DL	 6-4	 350	 Jr.	 Brooklyn, NY
86	 Conorris Riggsbee	 TE	 6-4	 248	 Fr.	 Decatur, GA
87	 Josiah Dixon	 TE/QB	 6-4	 217	 Fr.	 Morrow, GA
88	 Hanock Berhane	 DL	 6-0	 270	 Fr.	 Lilburn, GA
88	 Elijah Gilbert	 WR	 5-10	 160	 So.	 Margate, FL/Coral Springs HS
89	 Austin Shattles	 WR	 5-9	 158	 Fr.	 Cairo, GA
90	 Freddie Hart	 DL	 6-2	 280	 Sr.	 Lilburn, GA/Parkview HS
91	 Sydney Parham	 DL	 6-0	 285	 Fr.	 Decatur, GA
92	 Tyler Carr	 DL	 5-11	 260	 So.	 Savannah, GA
93	 Jaquan Alvies	 DL	 6-2	 224	 Jr.	 Dadeville, AL
94	 Isaiah Efogie	 DL	 6-3	 244	 Fr.	 Snellville, GA
95	 Terrance Snelling	 DL	 6-2	 250	 So.	 Decatur, GA/Columbia HS
96	 Brett Shedd	 LS	 6-0	 225	 So.	 Cartersville, GA/Woodland HS
97	 Adrian Burse	 DL	 5-11	 326	 Fr.	 Decatur, GA
97	 David Thompson	 P	 5-8	 155	 Jr.	 Cleveland, TN
98	 Demond Guice	 DL	 6-0	 218	 Fr.	 New Orleans, LA
99	 Karrington Harris	 DL	 6-4	 275	 Jr.	 Tulsa, OK

 

QB	 7	 Tyler Pullum	 9	 Austin Fellows
TB	 23	 BJ McCoy	 27	 Lemuel Cobbs
FB	 36	 Ulysses Carswell	 41	 Anderson Joiner
WR	 15	 Maurice Sutton	 18	 Joseph Ross
LT	 72	 Marcus Austin	 77	 Corey Robinson
LG	 68	 Daniel Boniface	 73	 Brandon King
C	 56	 Brooks Austin	 67	 Tadarius Covington
RG	 71	 Kaleb Ogles	 76	 Udarius Strawter
RT	 77	 Corey Robinson	 74	 River Dixon
TE	 86	 Conorris Riggsbee	 87	 Josiah Dixon
WR	 1	 Lewis Hayes	 22	 Kartez Carr
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2017 BLAZER FOOTBALL COACHING STAFF

Kerwin Bell is set to begin his second season at the helm 
of the Valdosta State football program, aiming to follow a 
strong 2016 outing during which he led the Blazers to their 
sixth playoff appearance in the last eight years.

In 2016, Bell picked up right where his predecessor left off 
and overcame an abbreviated recruiting season to navigate 
the Blazers to an 8-3 record. His offense-driven approach to 
the game paid dividends for VSU, as the team earned hosting 
rights for the first round of the NCAA Division II Playoffs. 
Furthermore, Bell’s defense was a force to be reckoned 
with, as the program’s secondary led the nation with 27 
interceptions.

Bell, a Mayo, Fla. native and graduate of Lafayette County 
High School, brought extensive coaching experience to 
Valdosta State in 2016 after having coached at Jacksonville 
University for nine years, while leading the NCAA Football 
Championship Series program to a 66-35 record during his 
time there. Under his direction, the Dolphins won two Pioneer 
Football League championships, set a PFL record with 16 
consecutive wins, and led the team to the best record in school 
history during the Dolphins’ 10-1 run in 2010.
 
His responsibilities at JU included roles as the team’s offensive 
coordinator and quarterbacks coach, which produced a high-
powered offense that led to big numbers in each of his nine 
seasons. During the aforementioned 2010 PFL championship 
season, Jacksonville led the nation in total offense with an 
average of 486 yards per game and also in scoring with an 
average of 42.2 points per game.
 
Bell’s coaching experience dates back to 1990, when he 
began his coaching career as a graduate assistant coach 
under Steve Spurrier at the University of Florida, where he 
also played from 1983-87 while earning a Psychology 
degree and serving as the team’s quarterback. In his 
four years as a Gator, Bell constructed a career that 
consisted of an SEC Freshman of the Year honor 
in 1984 after leading the Gators to a 9-1-1 record. 
He accumulated 7,586 career passing yards and 
56 touchdowns in his time at Florida, which 
ultimately landed him in the UF Athletic Hall 
of Fame in 1997.

After completing a professional 
playing career in the 1990’s that 
included time in the National 
Football League, the Canadian 
Football League, and the 
World League of American 
Football, Bell returned to 
a coaching career as an 
offensive coordinator for 
the Toronto Argonauts, where 
he served for two seasons before 
coaching at Trinity Catholic High School in Ocala, Fla. 
until his time began at JU, where he posted 9-2 records 
in both 2014 and 2015.

Head Football Coach

PERSONAL:
Born June 15, 1965 in Live Oak, Fla.
Wife: Cosette Children (Kade, 23, Kolton, 20, and Kenzley, 15)
EDUCATION:
The University of Florida, 1987; (B.S. Psychology)
COACHING EXPERIENCE
• Nine-year tenure at Jacksonville University resulted in 66-35 record
• 2008 & 2010 Pioneer Football League Champions
• 2008 PFL Coach of the Year
• Led Trinity Catholic HS (Ocala) to a 45-15 record from 2001-2006
• Toronto Argonauts Offensive Coordinator (2000-2001)
• University of Florida Graduate Assistant (1990)
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2017 BLAZER FOOTBALL

Year School Overall 
Record

Conference 
Record

Conference 
Ranking

Postseason

JACKSONVILLE UNIVERSITY
2007 Jacksonville 

University
3-8 2-5 T-6th

2008 Jacksonville 
University

9-4 7-1 1st Gridiron Classic

2009 Jacksonville 
University

7-4 6-2 T-3rd

2010 Jacksonville 
University

10-1 8-0 T-1st

2011 Jacksonville 
University

7-4 6-2 3rd

2012 Jacksonville 
University

7-4 5-3 T-4th

2013 Jacksonville 
University

5-6 4-4 6th

2014 Jacksonville 
University

9-2 7-1 T-1st

2015 Jacksonville 
University

9-2 6-2 T-3rd

VALDOSTA STATE BLAZERS
2016 Valdosta 

State
8-3 5-2 T-2nd NCAA Regional

Valdosta State 
Totals

(1 season) 8-3 
(.727)

5-2 
(.750) 

Career Totals (10 seasons) 74-38 
(.660)

 		

Photo: Florida Times Union

NFL SIGNEES
Name Year
Kenny Moore (New England) 2016
Donatello Brown (Green Bay) 2016
Jamar Simpkins (San Francisco) 2016
ALL-AMERICANS
Name Year
Kenny Moore 2016
ALL-GULF SOUTH CONFERENCE
Name Year
Brandon Kemp 2016
Donatello Brown 2016
Jamar Simpkins 2016
Kenny Moore 2016
OFFENSIVE FRESHMEN OF THE YEAR
Name Year
Cedric Hollingshed 2016

Bell’s collegiate playing career 
started at the University of 
Florida with 18 wins and just 
two losses during his fresh-
man and sophomore seasons. 
His performance during those 
two years led to a Southeast-
ern Conference Player of the 
Year award as a freshman in 
1984, and he earned First-Team 
All-SEC honors the following 
year in 1985. In his four years 
as a Gator, Bell threw for 7,585 
yards and 56 touchdowns. He 
was inducted into the UF Ath-
letic Hall of Fame in 1997 as a 
“Gator Great”, and In 2006, The 
Gainesville Sun sportswriters 
placed him No. 26 on the list of 
100 greatest Gators of all time. 
Bell went on to play profession-
ally in both the NFL and the CFL.

7

COACHING STAFF
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DANNY 
VERPAELE
Defensive Coordinator
Second Season at Valdosta State
University of South Florida (2008)

	   Danny Verpaele officially joined 
the Valdosta State coaching staff as a 
linebackers coach on April 18 of 2016, 
and was promoted to the position of 
Defensive Coordinator prior to the start 
of the 2017 season.
	     Verpaele came to Valdosta State after 
two seasons as an assistant coach at Army 

West Point. During his tenure at the United States Military Academy in 
West Point, N.Y., he acquired a significant amount of recruiting experience, 
particularly in the southeast, with time spent in Texas, Florida, Georgia, 
South Carolina, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mississippi.
	 “Coach Verpaele is a very knowledgeable guy, but he also brings a lot 
of juice, or energy, as we say, to our practices and our games,” said Head 
Coach Kerwin Bell.
      Verpaele spent time as a member of Coach Bell’s staff at Jacksonville 
University prior to his position at Army, working under Coach Bell as an 
assistant defensive coach with a primary focus on defensive backs. In 2012, 
his work at JU produced a defensive unit that ranked No. 1 in pass defense 
and total defense in the Pioneer Football League.
     Success at JU led to a graduate assistant coaching position at Mississippi 
State in 2013, where Verpaele worked at the linebackers position and helped 
lead the Bulldogs to a No. 18 national ranking on defense. In addition, he 
helped guide sophomore Bernardrick McKinney to All-American honors 
and he helped develop New England Patriot free agent Deontae Skinner.

     Prior to Jacksonville University, Verpaele kicked off his coaching career 
at Virginia Military Institute as an assistant coach in 2009, and he posted 
a three-year letterman career as a strong safety at the University of South 
Florida from 2004-08.
      “[Verpaele] is a guy who brings great energy, who gets after it, and 
who gets his players to play at a very high level,” added Bell. “He’s a great 
addition to our staff and is going to bring a lot to the table.”

JEREMY 
DARVEAU
Offensive Line / Recruiting Coordinator
Second Season at Valdosta State
Louisville (2008)

  Bringing a wealth of coaching 
knowledge and eight years of experience 
to the Valdosta State program, Jeremy 
Darveau was named the Offensive Line 
coach for the Blazers in 2015.
     While earning a Sociology Bachelors 
of Science Degree, Darveau put together 

an impressive collegiate career at the University of Louisville. Following 
four successful years at the Division I level, he added to his on-field 
experience with the Amsterdam Admirals in NFL Europe and closed 
out his playing career with one year in the Arena 1 Football League as a 
member of the Tampa Bay Storm.
     In 2008, Darveau began his coaching career at Southwest Minnesota 
State, where he served as a Tight End and Running Backs Graduate 
Assistant Coach for two years while earning a Masters Degree in Business 
Administration. His efforts with the program resulted in a full-time job as 
the Offensive Coordinator and Offensive Line Coach through the 2013 
season, in which the Mustangs earned their first-ever bowl appearance. 
During his tenure at SMSU, Darveau helped his players rewrite both the 
school and conference record books with over 40 new offensive records 
with the program and seven new league marks. 

     Before joining the Valdosta State program, Darveau returned to the 
Sunshine State in 2014 as the Offensive Quality Control Coach at the 
University of Florida, and he continued to prove his worth after helping 
lead the UF offense to 12 new offensive records and a Birmingham Bowl 
victory to close out the year.
     Throughout the duration of his coaching career, Darveau has helped 
train countless All-Americans, three of which he personally developed. In 
addition, he personally oversaw the development of nine All-Conference 
student-athletes.

2017 BLAZER FOOTBALL COACHING STAFF
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DAVID 
ROWE
Defensive Backs Coach
First Season at Valdosta State
Rutgers (2012)

     David Rowe was named the defensive 
backs coach for Valdosta State in 2017. 
He is a 2009 graduate of Rutgers 
University and served as a three-year 
starter for the Scarlet Knights, and he has 
since established himself as a talented 
football coach at the collegiate level, 
with a wealth of experience obtained in 

a relatively short period of time.
 
     “It’s an honor to have this opportunity to work at such a prestigious 
university,” said Rowe. “I look forward to helping our student-athletes 
continue to be winners both on and off the field.”
 
     A former cornerback and safety during his playing career at Rutgers, 
Rowe transitioned into a coaching career in the summer of 2013 when 
he joined the Tampa Bay Buccaneers by way of the Bill Walsh Minority 
Internship program. The four-month internship proved to be time well 
spent, as Rowe was picked up as a Defensive Assistant in September of 
2013. His experience with the Bucs included direct work with Tampa Bay 
Safeties Coach Jeff Hafley.

     Following his stint with the Bucs during their 2013 season, Rowe 
elected to further his education at Western Michigan while serving as a 
Graduate Assistant Cornerbacks Coach. His work there helped the Broncos 

become the number one ranked team in the Mid American Conference in 
pass efficiency defense. Following his time at Western Michigan, Rowe 
preceded his new position at Valdosta State as the defensive coordinator 
at Rockledge High School in Rockledge, Fla.

WILLIE 
TILLMAN
Defensive Line Coach
First Season at Valdosta State
Purdue (1997)

   Willie Tillman, a former four-year 
letter winner and two year starter as 
a wide receiver at Purdue University, 
joins the Blazer football coaching staff 
in 2017 and brings a veteran presence to 
Valdosta State after having accumulated 
nearly 20 years of coaching experience.

      Tillman kicked off his coaching career at his alma-mater as an assistant 
in 1997, and has since coached at multiple colleges and universities, 
including a recent three-year stint as the defensive coordinator at Florida 
Tech. As the shot caller for all defensive staff, player personnel, play 
calling, game planning, and recruiting, Tillman took the program from 
its inception in 2013, to a winning record in 2014, and then to a second 
place finish in the Gulf South Conference in 2015. He followed his time 
at FIT with a head coaching position at Westminster Academy in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., which ultimately led to his recent hire at Valdosta State.
    “I am very excited about this opportunity to join the Valdosta State 
University football program.” stated Tillman this week. “I look forward to 
being a part of TitleTown USA, and I certainly look forward to working 
with Coach Bell and the VSU football staff.”
     Tillman’s experience as a football coach throughout the years is 

made up of a host of highly respected programs at both the collegiate 
and professional levels. Since starting out as an assistant at Purdue, 
Tillman has added the Baltimore Ravens, Florida A&M, Murray State, 
and Bethel University to the list of programs where he has contributed 
his coaching talents. 
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2017 BLAZER FOOTBALL COACHING STAFF

Kerry 
WEBB
Running Backs/Special Teams
First Season at Valdosta State
Florida (2004)

     Kerry Webb returned to Valdosta 
State prior to the 2017 season to bring 
an experienced coaching presence to the 
Blazers’ stable of running backs. Webb 
has coached at four different collegiate 
programs, including a previous stint at 
Valdosta State as a graduate assistant in 
2005 and 2006 while pursuing a Masters 

in Education Health and Physical Education.

     Prior to his first round at Valdosta State, Webb earned his first experience 
as a student assistant at the University of Florida. On the back end of his time 
with the Blazers in the mid-2000’s, he transitioned into his first full-time 
coaching position as a running backs coach and special teams coordinator 
at Jacksonville University. With nearly 10 years of previous experience 
under the leadership of Kerwin Bell at JU, Webb is expected to bring some 
welcomed familiarity to the Blazers’ coaching staff in 2017.

     Notable accomplishments throughout Webb’s career include the guidance 
of the JU running backs in 2010, which led the Sharks’ offense to a No. 
1 ranking in the country. The squad nearly repeated the feat in 2013 with 
a No. 5 ranking, and the Sharks ranked 3rd nationally in overall scoring 
during that same season.

    After Bell left JU in 2016, Webb took a job at Tusculum College in 

Greeneville, Tenn., where he spent one year as a wide receiver and special 
teams coach. Webb’s tutelage helped produce First Team All South Atlantic 
Conference honors for return specialist Jay Boyd in 2016.

     During his coaching career of over ten years, Webb has coached 11 
All-Conference players, and his recruiting efforts led to the signing of two 
All-Americans and three players who progressed into the NFL.

MARTY 
McGHIN
Director of Football Operations
Second Season at Valdosta State
Valdosta State

     For over a decade, McGhin has been, 
and continues to be, a key supporter of 
VSU Athletics. A VSU alum, Marty’s 
financial support has helped to provide 
scholarship aid for many Blazer student-
athletes allowing those student-athletes 
to reach their potential both as an athlete 

and as a student. He currently serves in a key role with the Blazer football 
program and also serves as the team chaplain for the Blazer basketball 
team.

     In recognition of his immeasurable support and contributions to 
Valdosta State Athletics, particularly the football program, McGhin was 
inducted into the VSU Hall of Fame in January of 2017. The football 
program has placed great faith in his talents and abilities, and McGhin 
has fully embraced a host of responsibilities as the team’s Director of 
Football Operations. McGhin plays a large role in many key areas of 
day-to-day operations, including travel arrangements, scheduling, meals, 
and much more. Most impressive of all, is that fact that McGhin takes on 
all of these responsibilities on a complete volunteer basis.
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2017 GULF SOUTH CONFERENCE STANDINGS...
SCHOOL	 CONF	 CPCT.	 OVERALL	 PCT.	 HOME	 AWAY	 NEUTRAL	 STREAK
West Alabama	 7-1	 0.875	 8-2	 0.800	 4-0	 4-2	 0-0	 W2
West Georgia	 5-2	 0.714	 8-2	 0.800	 6-0	 2-2	 0-0	 W3
Delta State	 4-3	 0.571	 7-3	 0.700	 3-2	 4-1	 0-0	 W1
West Florida	 4-3	 0.571	 6-3	 0.667	 3-2	 3-1	 0-0	 W1
Valdosta State	 4-3	 0.571	 4-4	 0.500	 2-2	 2-2	 0-0	 L1
North Alabama	 4-3	 0.571	 4-5	 0.444	 2-2	 2-3	 0-0	 L1
Florida Tech	 3-4	 0.429	 5-5	 0.500	 3-2	 2-3	 0-0	 L2
Mississippi College	 1-6	 0.143	 1-8	 0.111	 1-3	 0-5	 0-0	 W1
Shorter	 0-7	 0.000	 0-10	 0.000	 0-4	 0-6	 0-0	 L10

THIS WEEK IN GSC FOOTBALL... LAST WEEK IN GSC FOOTBALL...

OFFENSIVE
September 2 	 Chris Robinson (DSU)
September 9 	 Donta Armstrong (UWA)
September 16	 Antwuan Haynes (FIT)
September 23	 Willie Candler (UWG)
September 30	 Harry Satterwhite (UWA)
October 7	 Devontae Jackson (UWG)
October 14	 Mark Cato (FIT)
October 21	 Mark Cato (FIT)	
October 28	 Rogan Wells (VSU)
November 4	 Tyler Pullum (SU)
November 11	
SPECIAL TEAMS
September 2 	 Max Erdman (FIT)
September 9 	 J.J. Jones (UWG)
September 16	 Marcus Clayton (UWF)
September 23	 Austin Williams (UWF)
September 30	 Austin Williams (UWF)
October 7	 Will Evans (UNA)
October 14	 Austin Williams (UWF)
October 21	 Gavin Wilson (VSU)	
October 28	 Gavin Wilson (VSU)
November 4	 Greg Nickles (MC)
November 11	

DEFENSIVE
September 2 	 Martes Wheeler (UWF)
September 9 	 Ovenson Cledanord (DSU)
September 16	 Christon Taylor (UNA)
September 23	 Terry Samuel (UWA)
September 30	 Cameron Magee (UWG)
October 7	 Marvin Conley (UWF)
October 14	 Adonis Davis (FIT)
October 21	 Chris Johnson (UNA)
October 28	 Jamal Blackwell (UWA)
November 4	 Jakyron Young (UWG)
November 11	
FRESHMAN
September 2 	 Deandre Gardenhire (UWG)
September 9 	 Trey Wiggins (UWG)
September 16	 Christon Taylor (UNA)
September 23	 Gary Fletcher (DSU)
September 30	 Darius Young (MC)
October 7	 Will Evans (UNA)
October 14	 Mike Beaudry (UWF)
October 21	 Mike Beaudry (UWF)
October 28	 Rogan Wells (VSU)
November 4	 Mike Beaudry (UWF)
November 11	

TOP WEEKLY PERFORMERS...

THIS WEEK IN GSC FOOTBALL...
AWAY	 HOME	 LOCATION	 TIME
Miss. College	 North Alabama	 Florence, Ala.	 1:30 p.m.
Valdosta State	 Shorter	 Rome, Ga.	 1:30 p.m.
Florida Tech	 Delta State	 Cleveland, Miss.	 2:00 p.m.
North Greenville	 West Alabama	 Livingston, Ala.	 2:00 p.m.

LAST WEEK IN GSC FOOTBALL...
AWAY	 HOME	 LOCATION
West Georgia 20	 Florida Tech 13	 Melbourne, Fla.
Delta State 33	 North Greenville 30	 Tigerville, S.C.
West Alabama 38	 Valdosta State 14	 Valdosta, Ga.
Shorter 29	 Mississippi College 30	 Clinton, Miss..


